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Flag

Flags serve as both spatial landmarks
and representations of identity within
the exhibition; as well as points of ori-
entation, they manifest claims to space
in the form of an immediate visual
statement.

Keywords:
manifestation of presence / symbol of identity
/ position / statement / claim
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Panel

As documents of ideas and a record of
participation at the same time, panels
inform and instigate further discus-
sion, utilising a color-coded gradient
system guides the viewer through the

questions and topics.

Keywords:

manifesto / declaration of opinion and ideas /
witness / record / instigate / provoke / initiate
/ document

Elements and building blocks

/

Brick

The ultimate archetype of “space mak-
ing”, bricks delimited the fundamental
spatial principles of interior/exterior,
whilst acting as the fundamental com-
ponents for a wide range of different
constructions for display.

Keywords:
foundation / interior-exterior / archetype of
spatial component / node / base component

Light

Referencing again the motif of the cir-
cle, lights are positioned on the mod-
ules to focus attention and encourage
viewers to zoom in on particular topics

and areas.

Keywords:
lens / zoom in / focussing attention
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Kitchenless homes and

colelctive housekeeping An Athlas

of Commoning
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1. Taylorism in the Kitchen

Becoming interested in Taylorism as applied to the domes-
tic sphere, Christine Frederick founded and directed a la-
boratory for conducting Taylorist experiments at her home
in Greenlawn, New York. She was especially interested in
making kitchens more efficient for women.

In 1912, Frederick began a series of articles under the title
New Housekeeping in the Ladies” Home Journal to explain
Taylorism to middle-class women. These articles were
subsequently published as a book, The New Housekee-
ping: Efficiency Studies in Home Management.
Frederick's second chapter, on applying motion studies to
household tasks, shows the clear parallel between her re-
search and Taylor's well-known studies in the industrial
sphere.

2. Kitchen-less homes and collective housekeeping

Marie Stevens Howland stood firmly against traditional
sexual morality and in favour of free love.

She was a fan of Fourier’s theories lived herself among
several experimental communities in the USA and in
Mexico. She is responsible for popularizing the radical
idea of “kitchenlesshome” or “homes without
housework”, arguing instead for the socializing of repro-
ductive labour and the implementation of collective
kitchens. In the late 1880s and the 1890s Howland ac-
tively collaborated with Albert Kimsey Owen’s for the
realization of the experimental community of Pacific City
in Topolobampo, Mexico.

3. The Working Women's Hotel Charlotte Perkins Gil-
man believed economic independence is the only thing
that could really bring freedom for women, and make
them equal to men. In 1898 she published Women and
Economics, a theoretical treatise which argued, among
other things, that women are subjugated by men, that
motherhood should not preclude a woman from working
outside the home, and that housekeeping, cooking, and
child care, should be professionalized.

In her view, the perfect spatial setting for motherhood
would be the feminist apartment hotel, rather than the
Victorian family house. This would have private suites
without kitchens, and complete cooking, dining, and
childcare facilities, which would permit the residents to
combine jobs and motherhood. It would be a home
where the

cleaning is done by efficient waged workers, and where
the children are looked after by paid professional nurses
and teachers.

Inspired on the studies by Christine Fredrick and her appli-
cation of Taylorism to the Kitchen, Margarete Schiitte-Li-
hotzky's Frankfurt kitchen immediately became a miles-
tone in domestic architecture. Her design is considered the
forerunner of modern fitted a unified concept and de-
signed to be built at low cost.

«The problem of rationalising the housewife’'s work is
equally important to all classes of the society. Both the
middle-class women, who often work without any help [i.e.
without servants] in their homes, and also the women of
the worker class, who often have to work in other jobs, are
overworked to the point that their stress is bound to have
serious consequences for public health at large.”

— Margarete Schiitte-Lihotzky in Das neue Frankfurt,
1926-1927

"Maria Stavens Howland, with Deery and Owan: Masterpisn for Pecific Crty, Mexico, ca. 1886
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1. Taylorism in the Kitchen

Becoming interested in Taylorism as applied to the domes-
tic sphere, Christine Frederick founded and directed a labo-
ratory for conducting Taylorist experiments at her home in
Greenlawn, New York. She was especially interested in ma-
king kitchens more efficient for women.

In 1912, Frederick began a series of articles under the title
New Housekeeping in the Ladies” Home Journal to explain
Taylorism to middle-class women. These articles were sub-
sequently published as a book, The New Housekeeping: Ef-
ficiency Studies in Home Management.

Frederick's second chapter, on applying motion studies to
household tasks, shows the clear parallel between her re-
search and Taylor’s well-known studies in the industrial
sphere.

Inspired on the studies by Christine Fredrick and her appli-
cation of Taylorism to the Kitchen, Margarete Schiitte-Liho-
tzky's Frankfurt kitchen immediately became a milestone in
domestic architecture. Her design is considered the fo-
rerunner of modern fitted a unified concept and designed to
be built at low cost.

«The problem of rationalising the housewife's work is equal-
ly important to all classes of the society. Both the middle-
class women, who often work without any help [i.e. without
servants] in their homes, and also the women of the worker
class, who often have to work in other jobs, are overworked
to the point that their stress is bound to have serious conse-
quences for public health at large.”

— Margarete Schiitte-Lihotzky in Das neue Frankfurt, 1926-
1927

2. Kitchen-less homes and collective housekeeping

Marie Stevens Howland stood firmly against traditional
sexual morality and in favour of free love.

She was a fan of Fourier’s theories lived herself among
several experimental communities in the USA and in
Mexico. She is responsible for popularizing the radical
idea of “kitchenlesshome” or “homes without
housework”, arguing instead for the socializing of repro-
ductive labour and the implementation of collective
kitchens. In the late 1880s and the 1890s Howland ac-
tively collaborated with Albert Kimsey Owen’s for the
realization of the experimental community of Pacific City
in Topolobampo, Mexico.

3. The Working Women's Hotel Charlotte Perkins Gil-
man believed economic independence is the only thing
that could really bring freedom for women, and make
them equal to men. In 1898 she published Women and
Economics, a theoretical treatise which argued, among
other things, that women are subjugated by men, that
motherhood should not preclude a woman from working
outside the home, and that housekeeping, cooking, and
child care, should be professionalized.

In her view, the perfect spatial setting for motherhood
would be the feminist apartment hotel, rather than the
Victorian family house. This would have private suites
without kitchens, and complete cooking, dining, and
childcare facilities, which would permit the residents to
combine jobs and motherhood. It would be a home
where the

cleaning is done by efficient waged workers, and where
the children are looked after by paid professional nurses
and teachers.
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Der Begriff der Commons hat
Konjunktur. Zahlreiche Projekte
und Theorien haben sich in den
letzten Jahren um ihn und ver-
wandte Begriffe wie Gemeingut
und Allmende, Genossenschaft
und Kooperative oder neuere An-
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